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Get a Sweet Reunion Concert The members of a girl choir who won their first national competition more than three decades ago will reunite for a
special performance next month. East Orange, N.J., resident Lauren Mankey, 17, founded the east coast all-girl choir Grit, Rock and Soul in 1974
when she was just seven. The group will sing at a special concert on Nov. 25 for the White House. Mankey, who now lives in Boston, recalls what it
was like to be part of that momentous event. "I started in first grade, so I was nine years old. I was walking through the gym and saw the choir
director, Leon Patton, writing the names of the all-girl choir on the blackboard and talking to us," she recalled in an interview with AOL News.
After singing for her year in first grade, Mankey continued to go every year, but this was the first time she actually joined the choir as a member.
Her mother was surprised at the prospect of her singing in the chorus, but Mankey was glad to sing anyway. "[My mother] said 'I'm not sure I can
have you join, but I want you to learn to sing and enjoy it. So, sure, if you love it, go ahead,' " recalled Mankey. The name, Grit, Rock and Soul,
was inspired by the three most important people in the world of her time: Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Ella Baker. "I was just
looking at the hard times that we had before there was a civil rights movement. During that time, we did have to deal with school segregation, so
that was my way of dealing with it," she said. The song they sang that night was a folk-pop tune called "Do Right Man." The choir has performed at
the White House four times since then. But the concept of singing as a girl choir is still relatively new and it is not unusual for a group of all
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