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some delicious pumpkin seed
tacos. I had a great time, with
new friends and more. But in

spite of the fact that I went last
minute, I did not to go home

with the recipe, and thus I have
to do a bit of guess

work....SALT LAKE CITY — A
man who moved here from
California to be with his wife

was denied a visa and ordered
to leave the country over a

property dispute with a local
resident. But Justin Vy won't be
forced out of the country. His

wife, Tanya Stephens, came to
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the Utah Capitol on Thursday
morning to officially appeal his

order of removal. “I'm not
giving up,” Stephens said.

“He's a wonderful man.” Vy
arrived in Utah with his wife in
May, on a two-year, renewable
visa. On Aug. 17, Immigration

and Customs Enforcement
agents came knocking, told
him he was not permitted to
remain in the country and

ordered him to leave. He and
his wife had a short window, 15

days, before the order took
effect. Immigration officials
didn't say what the problem
was, but Vy believes it has to
do with a long-running local

property dispute. “There's no
crime and he's not a criminal,”

Stephens said. They plan to
keep fighting. Stephens is now

licensed to use the nearly
3-acre farm in Alpine where her

husband grew up and raised
sheep and goats. “It is my
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home,” she said. She is
representing herself — both
she and Vy speak Spanish —
because she said Utah's legal

system is more friendly to
immigrants. Vy said he and his

wife knew they were
committing to the state of Utah

by moving here. And this is
exactly what the couple wants

to do. “I'm here because I
really want to have a

permanent place,” he said.
“There's just a lot more

opportunities here to be able to
get ahead in our business than

California.” Utah's
congressional delegation must

also approve the stay. They
could vote in favor of it, but it's
unlikely. The decision to grant

or deny a visa is up to the
Department of Homeland

Security.
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